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NPQTOTYMH EPrAzIA
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MEPIAHWH

Mpbdodatn épeuva £dei€e 4TI N cuykekaMupévn unéptaon (LY) eivar onua-
VTIKOG NPoyvwoTIKGG napdyovtag kapdiayyeiakig véoou, eved n peha&ivn
kai n anehivn eival 8o véol napdyovTeg pe npoéxovra pdAo oTnv ayyeiakn
pUBpIon. Zkondg Tng peNétng pag ATav va diepeuvicoupe edv Ta enineda
0 anelivng kai Tng peraivng oto nhdopa ennpedlovrar oe acBeveig pe
XY kal va ouykpivoupe Ta anoTehéopaTta pe auTd UyIGY VOPHOTACIKDY.
MeletABnkav 130 uwyif dropa (60 4vdpeg, 70 yuvaikeg) pe péoo dpo nAi-
kiag Ta 45+12 ém nou eixav aptnpiakf nieon<140/90mmHg. ‘Olog o
nAnBuopdg TG peNétng unePARBn oe nepinaTnTIKA E1kOCITETPAWPEN NAPAKo-
NoBnon Tng aptnpiakig nicong (ABPM). Zipdwva pe Tig kataypadég Tou A-
BPM, 24 &ropa (8 &vdpeg, 16 yuvaikeg) eixav ZY kai Ta evanopeivavra 106
dropa (52 &vdpeg, 54 yuvaikeg) eiyav puoioroyikég kataypadég Aptnpiakrg
Mieong (opdda B). Ta enineda anehivng kar pehativng Tou nAdopatog npoo-
diopiotnkav kai oTig do opddeg pe T péBodo ELISA. Ta enineda anehivng
(220£121vs. 315+147 pg/ml, p=0.001) kar peha€ivng (35.2+6.7vs.
56.8+13.6 pg/ml, p<0.001) oto nhdopa Arav onuavTikd xaunhétepa oty
opdda pe LY ouykpITIKG pe Ta voppoTacikd dtopa Tng opddag eléyyou.Ta
eUpAKATA pag unodnAdvouv 4TI Ta dTopa pe LY £xouv onuavTikd xapnAé-
Tepa enineda anehivng kai pehaivng. H napatipnon auth pnopel va éxel
NPOYVWOTIKA onuacia yia pehovTikd kapdiayyeiakd eneicédia oe dTopa pe
oiwnnAfj unépTaon kai xpeldleTal nepaiTépw £peuva.

EIZAIrQrH

To qawvouevo g ovyrexarhupuévng vtéptaons (£Y) opite-
TOL OG ULOL XAVLKY ROTAOTAOY OTTOU 1] 0LQTNOLOXY] TTEEOT OTO LOTQELO
(AIT) etvow wrpdtepn amd 140/90 mmHg, aAhd o uetonoels g
ATl oto onin eivaw og vreptaowd emimedal2. "Exyovv mpotabel
duapopeTvd xotwtata 6owa AIT yio tov xaBogioud XY, yeyovag
7oV ®aBLoTd dVOROAN T OUY®QLON TwV amoteleoudTwy amtd Oud-
(POQES UELETES. ZTNV TOAYUATROTNTO O EMITOAAOUSS TS Y 070
veviro TAnBuoud propel va grdoel 1o 10%, eva to dedouéva ov
houpdvovrar amté dudpoes ueléteg €xouy delEeL ueydhes amori-
O€LC UE TOOOOTA EMITOAAOUOV TTOU KVUAIVOVTOL 0TS EVaL XAUNAO
8% ugyot évo. vymAS 49%3°. “Eva otvoho otouyeinv delyvouy ot

* To mwToroho avtd €xel yonuatodomOet and v EAnvixn Etcugeio

Ymréotaong.
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N 2Y eivar €vog onuovtirog TEOYVMOTIROS TaQd-
yovtag xnapdioyyetoxnmv mtabioewv. Ta otoyeia
OV AopuPdvovior amd dLdgoQes UELETES OVEQpE-
oav 6t XY oyetileton pe avEnon tov deinty nd-
Cog e apotenc xothiag’ #at pe mdyvvon tov €-
ow %o pEoov yrrdva e rapwtidac!®. Emmiéoy,
0€ LOrEOYEOVIES UEAETES, N ZY 1Tav €Vag LOYVEOS
TEOYVMWOTIHOS TAQAYOVTAS THG RAQILAYYELONT|C €-
#Baonc!t, me Ovnowsmroc!? o me PAAPNS TV
00YAvWV-0tSymv 314,

H amehivn, av xou dev ovvtiBeton 0to Mmaddn
LoTo, €lval wow Aoxivn Tov TEQLYQAQNKE TOO-
opata. YIAaQyeL 0 TOUAAYLOTOV TQELS LOQMES, OL
orntoieg amotehovvron amd 13, 17 Y 36 apuvoE€a no
TEOEQYOVTOL OO WO XOWVY TEOOQOUO TEWTEIVY
77-auvoEEmv. Z10 #aQdLayyeland oUoThud, 1 o-
mehivy meoxrahel ayyeloydhaon, eEagtduevn amd
T0 gv0001 Mo rou duapecohafoipevy oo To ViTQL-
%0 0&e(dLo pewdvovrag mv AlL Emuthéov, ) amehi-
V1) eTOELRVUEL LOYVOT] ®au HorEds dtapretog BeTinn
wétpomo dpdon, N omoio draTnEeltan axoun ®oL og
TOOWUOTIOUEVO HVOXAQEOLO ®aw O& cuvodevETUL OO
woradloxt vregtoopio. H ovvBeon amehivng o
MrontUtrapa dieyelpetol amd TV LYOOUAiVY %ot Tl
enimedo ameMivig 0to TAAoUa VEAVOVTOL ONUOVTL-
%A OTNV TOXVO0QRIN TTOV OYETICETAL UE TNV OVTIOTO-
on o™y WoovAivy xot ™V vITegvoovAvoupia. E-
%©TOC amd ™) EUOWLON TS ®oEdLayyeELarNS AELTOVQ-
viag, N omehivy) avooTtéAAEL TV TEOOMYM vEQOU
%o TV oayoyy| falompeooivg.

H peha&ivn elval wa momteiviry oouovy, o
TEQLYQAPNX®E YLa TEWTN od to 1926 amd tov
Frederick Hisaw. Ztovg avBodmovg astoteheitan o-
76 entd PEAN, pehaEivn-1, -2 o -3 %ot Lvooulvo-
wpmuxd (INSL) memtidia 3, 4, 5 now 6. [Tpdxetton
v €va ToQarhddL ™S UEYAANS VITEQOLROYEVELAG
™™g woouvlivne. Kdabe uéhog amroteheitan amd dvo
olvoideg, mov ovviiBwg avapégovior wg A xau B,
oL ortoieg ovyxrpatovvtal UetaEl Tovg ue dvo di-
ooV APLOOUE deouoUc xat Evav dAlo SLooVAQLOL-
%0 0eoud evtog s A aivoidag. Ta xotdhoumo ®u-
oteivng o vdEyovy og »dfe alvoida, wall pe To
YOQOATNOLOTIXO UOTIRO SLEOVAPLORMV deoUMV, gi-
VoL ouvTNENUEVE 08 Al To UEAY TNS VITEQOLROYE-
verac'18.0 oxomde e pehéme nac qrav va Sie-
oevvnBel ratd wooo0 Ta enimeda ™S ameAivVNE KoL
™m¢ eehakivng oto mhdouo emmpedCovral oe aobe-
velg pe ZY nou vo yiver oUyrQLoT TV ooteAeoud-
TOV UE EXEIVOL TV VLWV VOQUOTOOLLMV.

MEG©OAOI

EEetdomue éva ovvoho amd 285 aobeveig
mov mpoonhBav omv Khviry Yrégtaong tov No-
ooxopeiov pog. Kavévas amd tovg aobeveig dev €-
nAVE MY AVTL-UTEQTAUOLRMV QPAQUAXM®V 1] AAwV
POQUARMV TOV TAREUPAIVOUV OTIS UETONOELS TOV
Eywvav og ovt ™ uehét. ‘Olor Hrav un-rostvi-
otéc. Ou 145 amd toug 285 aobBeveig mAngovoov av-
Td ta ®ormjoLa. ITévte aoBeveic and tovg 145 mov
elyov aoywd eyyoapel amorhelomray amo ™ We-
Aétn emewdr] ou xatoyoapés ABPM dev ftav na-
TdAMAeg. Aéna axnduo droua ot TV opdda Tmv
VOQUOTAOWMYV aroxieiomray AMoyw axatdAinlwv
deryudtwv atuotog. Téhog, 1 uehétn dwe&rjyon oe
130 droupa (60 avdpeg, 70 yuvaixrec) omd v EMG-
Oa, ue uéon ninria ta 45 * 12 €, o omota elyov
whwviry AIl<140/90 mmHg »ow mpooirBav otv
Khwvuen Yaépraong tov Noooxoueiov pog. To ov-
vOAO TOv TANBuoUoU T ueAéTng vite fA1O o€ 240-
on  mEQUTATNTLXY]  ToQoaxohovOnon g  All
(ABPM). ZUpupwva pe tig ratayoapséc ABPM, 24
dropa (8 avopeg, 16 yuvaireg), uéong nhniog 46 +
7 etayv now delnty walag owuatog AMZ 259 + 2,1
Kg/m? eiyav MH (19%) (nuegrowa. ovotohxyi BP
= 135 mmHg 1 nueprjowa drootohny| mieon = 85
mmHg — oudda A). Ta evamopeivavta 106 drona
(52 avdpeg, 54 yuvaineg), uéong nhniag 44 * 6 ¢-
TV xow AME 25,5 + 2,4 Kg/m? iyav quotohoyirég
xnatayapés ABPM, oudda B. Ta dnuoyoapurd
YOQOATNOLOTIXG TWV CUUUETEXOVIMV TOQOVOLALO-
vrow otov ITivara 1.

‘Ohat oL ATopo HTay VTG CUYREXQUUEVT] OLOLTQO-
@1} TTOLY ATl T OELYUATOANYPICL RO ROVEVOL OTTO AUTA
Oev elye ndmowo avouahion g Bugeoeldinig Aet-
tovpyiag. H xatavdhwon akxodh mpoodiopliotne

Iivaxag 1. AnpoyQapurd XoQuxTNOLOTIXA ROL EQYOLOTNQLA-
%€ eEeTdoeLs Tov TANBuouoU TG HeAEG.

Opdda A Opdda B P

(n=24) (n=106)
Hhlwio 46=x7 44x6 0.2
Do (A/O) 11/13 49/57 0.7
BMI (kg/m2) 259421  255%24 042
SBP #hviry (mmHg) 125+8 1247 0.6
DBP xAwvuni (mmHg) 80=+3 79+4 0.18
Olntj xolnotepdhn (mg/dl) 234+26 23225  0.75
HDL (mg/dl) 44+7 41+5 041
LDL (mg/dl) 155%25 15224 0.52
Towyhurepidia (mg/dl) 99=+31 102+32 0.7
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omtd €va QWTNUOTOAGYLO, TO 0mtolo TnTtovoe TV %a-
Onueowvn roTovdAmon rEAoLoU, UTiQOS %Ol OLVO-
svevpoTwdmv otdv. H mpdohnym alrooh expd-
omxre og yoouudota avd nuépa. ITAnoopootes oye-
Twrd e ™ puowkt} dpaotnordtyta eMjpinoay and &-
QMOTHUATOAGYLOL TOL OTTOL0L EXOVV TTEQLYQUPEL TEON-
youpévac?. TIow amd ™ uehétn, Mjpdnune €yyoagn
ovyxatdfeon and rdfe ovuueTEYovTa, 1 omolo &-
y®o(Onne amtd TV emteomy| dE0VIOAOYINS TOU VOOO-
nopeiov. Katd myv apywy] eE€taon, 6hol oL ouuue-
Téyovteg VITOPAMNONraY o xAwvint eE€Taom ue Mijym
LOTEXOU  LOTOQLKOU, €QYOOTNOLOXY EXTIUNON TOV
TOQAYGVTOV RIVOUVOU Y10 ®AQOLOYYELOXA VOO UL
T 1o NAERTEOROILOYQAPY O povTivag. O AME v-
mohoyCetan wg Baoog/tpoc? (Kg/m?).

METPHXH THX BP KAI EPrAXTHPIAKH
AZIOAOTHXH

Merorjoeis g ovotohxiic AIT (ZAIT) »ow g
dwaotohnnc AIT (AATT) €ywvav oto de&i x€oL ue ™
¥01joN €vVOg opuyuouavouetoov Hg. “Oleg oL peton-
oelg €ywvav og Umrtia B€on nan agdtov o acBevig
elye avomaBel yia 15 hemrd. Ta amotehéonara i-
VOl 0 LWEGOG OQOG TWV UETONOEWVY TTOV ETAVEAPOT-
oav TouldyLotov 3 popgc. O LETENOELS TTQOYUATO-
TomONROY amd Tov (OL0 EXTOUIEVUEVO VOONAELTY,
0 0omo{og OgV YVAQLLE TO LOTOQLLS TMV OTOUMV.

O mEoodLoLouds Twv atoumv pe XY €yuve
olpgwva pe tig 0dnyleg mg Opadag Epyaoiag g
Evpwmnainic Etowpeiog Yréptaong yia v moQo-
©OAOVONON TS TTLEONS TOV AULUOTOC, TO OTTO0 0QILEL
g dtopo pe XY, exelva mOU €XO0UV RALVIXY
AIl<140/90 mmHg »xow nuepriowo uéon ZAII>135
mmHg Y nueofora uéon AAIT>85 mmHg?. Ou pe-
tonoelg g All amotehovviay amd PETEVOELS TG
ATl oty xhwvinny (PA€éme moQomdvm), UETENON TS
ATl oto onitt (0 HEC0g 600G ATTS TS TOWLVES RO TLS
Boadwvéc puetonoelc ue xoMon NUoVTOUaTNS Ou-
oxevng), o ABPM pe ovoxeun Spacelabs 90207,
mov natéypoge v BP xdBe 20 Aemtd notd ™
dudporeta g nuépag (uetay 10:00 m.p. xow 8:00
n.it.) ®ow xdBe 40 Aemtd nord ™) dudorelo ™G Vi-
¥tog (0o ta peodvuyta €wg #nou 6:00 m.u.) yio 24
0pec’. Ta dropa ®aTéyoapay €vo NUEQHOLO TTO-
@ik dpaotnoloTiTY, 06 To omoio eANpOnoav
TANQOPOQIEC OxeTIvd Ue TIC axoLpelc weeg Tov V-
VOV RO TNG OLpUTTVIONG. Aglypoto phePurov aluo-
T0¢ OVAAEYONHaY petd oo 10 hemtd avdamovong o
v B€om. Ou ouupetéyovieg Ehafav odnyieg va
OTOQUYOUV TV €VIOVH] Couatry dQaotnoldTnTa

O VO NV ROTTVIOOUV YLOL ULOL (IQCL TTOLV Ot TNV €-
E€taon o, n omolo Toaryparrortofnxe uetaEy 8
%o 9 1o mewt. ‘OAha ToL dTopa NTay voTrd Yo Tov-
Myrotov 12 wpeg. Ta enimeda xolnoteoing 0QoU
%ol TOL ETimEdOL TV TOLYAUREQLOImV TEOOdL0QI0T-
xav ue wo evivpotky uébodo xat M yoauniig -
nvémrog Mrompwteivy (LDL) vtoloyiomne ovp-
pwvo pe Tov timto Friedwald, dedouévou GtL noveé-
va dropo dev elye emimeda ToryAureQdiny vmAo-
tepo otd 400 mg/dL

To eminedo amehivng TAAOUOTOS TTOCOTIHOTTOL-
NOxav pe ™ uéBodo g padioovocoavaluong ue
avtdpaotnola g etoupeiag Phoenix Pharmaceuti-
cals Inc, Burlingame, Kahgdovia, (HITA). H peha-
Elvn mpoodiopliomxe we edwr uébodo avoooavi-
yvevong ue Paon to avidpaotoro Quantikine Hu-
man Relaxin Immunoassay (DRL 200, R & D Sys-
temsInc, Minneapolis, MN, USA). To avudpaoti-
QL0 YXONOoTOW|ON®E CVUPOVA UE TO TOWTOROAMO
TOU XATAOKEVALOTH] YO VO, TQOOOLOQLOTEL M) ehaEivn
Tov detyudtmv. ‘Ola o delypato eEetdotnuay g
TOUTAOUYV %L OL TWES OVYREVTOMONS QEAAEIVNS OTOV
000 vrrohoyioTrav pe PAoN TV TEATUTY ROUTUA).

ITATIZTIKH ANAAYXH

O tpég exngpodlovior wg uéon tuj £SD. Ot
LapoES HeTaED TV dYo opddwv avalitnrav e
novodooun avdivon droxtpavons (ANOVA). Ou
ueTaPAntéc mov €detEav oNUOVTIXES OLapOQES OL-
yroiBnrav ot ovvéyela avaueoan oe »de opudda
ue ) xonon mg donuic Bonferroni yuo woAhamhgg
ovyrptoeic. H i p<0.05 €ywve amodexti og ota-
TLOTLRAL ONUAVTLRY].

AMNOTEAEXMATA

O nhvirég nan ol wepurotnurég Twég All mo-
povodtovran otov [ivaxa 1. Ta entmedo amehivig
now gehagivg mpoodropiotrav o 26 aobevelc ue
emPeParopévn XY, ot 104 vyiels vouoTooLrovg.
Ou 2 opddeg dev di€pepav wg mEOg TV nhxria, to
ULO, T0 AMZ, TO ®ATTVIOUCL, ROL TO TTQOWIA TV ALTTL-
Stwv (TTtv. 1). Aev moatneBnroay dLopoEs neta&l
TV 0U0 OpddmV 600V apoQd. T PUOLKY 0Q0OTHELO-
™NTA, TNV ROTAVAAMON OAXOOA RO TV EUUNVOTTO-
ol xardotoon (to dedouéva dev mapovoldlo-
viow). Ta enimeda amelivng row geha&ivng fitay on-
wovtrd yapnhotepa oty opudda XY o€ oUyrQLon ue
™V ouddo eAEYYOL TV vopuotaoray (ITiv. 2).
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Iivaxag 2. Metoijoeis amehivng row Qehagivng o neten-
oetg AIl puetd and 24mon xatoyoapn

Opdda A Opdda B P
(n=24) (n=106)
Amehivy (mg/dl) 220+121 315147 <0.001
Peha&ivn (mg/dl) 352+6.7 56.8+13.6 <0.001
Méon nuepfora SBP 134+5 1218 <0.01
(mmHg)
Méon nueprjoro DBP 88+4 774 <0.01
(mmHg)
2YZHTHXH

Toa amotehéopoto g peLETg wog €yxovv dei-
EeL ot  ZY oyetileton ue petmuevn artehivn o
ehaEivn mAdouatog oe oUY®QLON Ue ATOUA UE (U-
oworoywny AIL To gvponua owtd umoel evOeyouE-
VOGS VoL OVUPdALEL TNV QUENUEVY OUYVETITO EUd-
VLONG RAQOLOYYELORMDY ETELCODIMV O€ QUTH TNV O-
udda. To pawvouevo g XY opileton wg puor vAvi-
% roatdotaon oty omoio | AIl evog aoBevoig
oto wotpeio eivan og emimedo <140/90 mm Hg, ah-
M ot wepuaTnTES 1 oto omitt uetprjoelg All ei-
var oy vreptoory meowoxi?l. O emmohaoudg
™mg 2Y o010 yeviro minBuoud wuwopet vo elvan t6oo
VYMASg mov Eemepvd 1o 10%°. O emurohaouds g
2Y omyv opdda g perémne pog Pogdnre 19%, n
omota PloreTol 0TV TEQLOYT TMV TUWV TTOU EXOVV
avapeeel oto yevird minduoud?!-22. “Evag onua-
VTog 0yxrog otouxelmv vrodewnviel 6t n ZY el-
var v ONUavIROS TEOYVMOTIROS TAQAYOVTOS
20Oy YELOXMY VOO UATWY> 2,

H amehivn eivan €va véo evdoyeveég memtidlo
7OV oLy veUOnre oe pio TowLAiol LoTav ®xat 0QYd-
VOV, OVUWTEQLAMOUPAVOUEVOV TG KAQOLAS %Ol TV
ayyetmv, n omoia €xer amwoderybel Gt mailel onpo-
vilo QOAO Ot @uololoyia xal TaBoroylo Tou
©nadlayyeloxol ovotiuatos. Me thv eveQyomoin-
om tov vrodoy€a ™ G-mpwteivng , 1) omehivy mo-
nolel ayyelodLaoToM] e emoxdohovdn peimon g
apmolarig mteone uéow evog NO-gEaptduevou
UNYOVLIOUOU, EVIOYVEL TN OLOVENON LECH AVTOYMVL-
ouoU g oyyELoTEVOivNG xal eEaonrel Betny wvo-
100 dpdom ot WorGEd . H mapaymy o-
sehiving puOuiCetan emiong amd TaEdYOVTES GITmG 1
vNoTela, 1 LYOOUAIVY, 1) VITo&ia, 1 GVENTLXY 0QuUAvVN
7o 0 TNFa¥®, H véptaon, ue awpoduvamséc ne-
TAPOAES ®OU ROQOLOKES ETUTAORES, UTOQEL VoL elvau
€va evilapépov medio mpog diepevvnom. Ipdyuatt
ta. enimedo ameMivg Tov oNUOVTIXA YounioteQa
o€ vreQToowovs aolevels oe oUynoLon UE TOUG

udotpec’!, evdd veptaomol aobeveic ymoic GA-
\eg ouvoonEdTTES OV EmNEEGLOVV TOV ROILOY-
veworo ®ivouvo €0elEav yaunhoten amehivny TAd-
oparog amd ™my oudda eAéyyov. Ta amoteléoua-
Td pog €0et&av 6ty MH ouvdéeton ue uetwuéva g-
aimeda oteAivig 0TO TAGOWIOL RO CUTO OVUPOVAL UE
LS OVITEQM TOQATNENOELS del)VeL TNV LOoYVEY OV-
ox€Ton UETAEY OVYREXAAAVUEVNS VITEQTOIONS HOLL
Mrtaddoug LoToU.

H pehaivn elvar wo opudévn twv modnradv
OV €XNQIVETAL OTT0 TO WYQEO CWUATIO RATA TNV
uninon oe 1ewrtrd xal avBpwmovs. O edhog g
OTO CVOTTOQOYMYLRG OVOTNUA E(VOL XOAD TEXUN-
olwuévoe. o mpdogateg pehéteg €xovv deiEel Ot
elvol Uow TAELOTEOTOS OQUOVY, TTOV OTOYEVEL ETi-
ONG TOAVAQLOUAL TO ROQOLAYYELARS, TO VEVQLXS, TO
AVATVEVOTIRG, %ol TO TETTXS ovotuo34, Emi-
mhéov, ta enimeda pehagivng €yel dewyBel St emn-
pedlovtal amd TOQEAYOVTIES OITWS 1 VNOTELD KoL 1)
TTOYVOCLORICL, 1) XU O, 1) ROLQOLOKTY) OVETTALOXELDL KOLL
10 01ec 30, Mpdyuatt, o Ogpameia TS #0EdL0-
U1C OVETAQHRELOS TOL AOTEAEOUOTO TS QEMAEIVIG
TEQUAAUPBAVOLY TNV TOQOY WYY TOU VITOLROU 0EELd(-
oV, TNV OVOOTOAY TG EVO0BNAIvNE, TNV TAQEUTAOL-
on g oayyeotevoivyg 11, mv mogoywyq tov
VEGF ot v mogaywyy TV UeTaAAOTQmTEivaL-
odv30. e MMHLOUEVOVS VITEQTUOIHOUS OOV~
ovg, €yeL amodeyOel t elvon 1 peha&ivn ov ue-
COAUPEl OTNV OVOOTQOMPY TNG CLOTNOLARNG CVaLOLOL-
uéppmong xor | PeAtimon g agmolaxng do-
wic®’. Ztov dvBpwmo to. emimedo pehaEivne v
ONUOVTLRA XOUNAGTEQO O€ VITEQTAOLROVGS ALODEVELG,
o€ oUY®OLON 1e TV oudda AEYYOV, TO 0Tolo elval
OUUQMVO ®aL e Ta dind pog omoteléopata’s,

ZVUTEQAOUOTLRA, TOL ETTTEDC 00OV aTTeAiVIG
naL QeAAEivNS nuelwdnrav oe aobevels ne ouvyxre-
nadhvpévn vépraoy. Avté umogel va €yxeL moo-
YVOOTIXY onuooior yuor pehhovird ®odoyyelond
EMELOGOLOL OF ATOUA UE OUYREROAAVUEVH VTTEQTOL-
on. A’ 600 yvweitovue, oty eivor 1 Tty ueAé-
™ Yoo T deevvnon Twv emmEdwV TG aeAivng
naw eMaEivg o€ aTOV ToV TANBUOUS TV 0oBEVAY.

SUMMARY

Maltezou P-G, Mourouzis I, Perrea D, Papadopou-
los DP. Apelin and relaxin levels in patients with
masked hypertension. Arterial Hypertension 2013;
22: 51-56.

Recent evidence demonstrates that masked
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hypertension (MH) is a significant predictor of
cardiovascular disease, while apelin and relaxin are
two novel factors with a significant role in vascular
regulation. Apelin is an adipokine that elicits
endothelium-dependent vasorelaxation and reduces
arterial blood pressure, while relaxin is a protein
hormone that induces the production of nitric oxide
and vascular endothelial growth factor and inhibits
endothelin and angiotensin II. This study aimed to
investigate whether apelin and relaxin plasma levels
are affected in patients with MH and compare the
findings with those of healthy normotensives. One
hundred-thirty (60 men, 70 women) healthy patients
with a mean age of 4512 years who had clinic blood
pressure <140/90 mmHg were studied. The whole
study population underwent 24-hour ambulatory
blood pressure monitoring (ABPM). According to the
ABPM recordings, 24 individuals (8 men, 16 women)
had MH and the remaining 106 patients (52 men,
54 women) had normal ABPM recordings. Apelin and
relaxin plasma levels were determined in both groups
(enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay method). The
apelin (220=121 vs 315%147 pg/mL, P=.001) and
relaxin (35.2+6.7 vs 56.8+13.6 pg/mL, P<.001) plasma
levels were significantly lower in the masked hyper-
tensive group compared with normotensive controls.
Our findings suggest that patients with masked hyper-
tension have significantly lower apelin and relaxin
levels. This observation may have prognostic signifi-
cance for future cardiovascular events in patients with
MH and needs further investigation.
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